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Relations between English and Indians in Virginia, Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, and Pennsylvania from 1607-1877
Introduction
Between the 1600s-1800s, the English intensified their efforts in occupying and colonizing America mainly to accommodate their increased population and for political and other reasons, which led to some of the notable historical events surrounding the English invasion in Virginia, Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania (Scott et al.). In The Invasion of America: Indians, Colonialism, and the Cant of Conquest, Francis Jennings attempts to describe the customs and traditions of the native Indians in America before the British invasion as well as the circumstances around the invasion (Hagan 2). Through this, it can be hypothesized that there was a correlation between the English invaders’ motives and their relations with the native Indians. The Relation between English and Indians in Virginia was hostile due to the motives of the English to grab farmland, while in Plymouth, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, the main motive was religion and, therefore, the relation was less violent. Fundamentally, the cultural disparities between the natives and the English was a major contributor to this conflict, as Jennings (369) quotes a senior Oneida leader who states that “The Cattle you raise are your own, but those which are Wild are still ours” while trying to justify their traditions compared to those of the English regarding the domestication of animals. Nonetheless, some of the English invaders had amicable relations with the locals.
A Comparison of the Relations Between the English and Indians in Virginia, Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, and Pennsylvania
It can be argued that the differences in the motives for the English intruders set up the differences in the relations between them and the native Indians. While some Englishmen settled in Virginia from around 1607 mainly for economic reasons such as profiting from the tobacco plantations, others migrated to Plymouth and Massachusetts in the 1620s and 1630s respectively for religious reasons, led by the non-Catholic Puritans (Scott et al.). Fundamentally, these non-Catholic English invaders pursued a religious prospect that entailed spreading their protestant form of Christianity by influencing more people to practice non-Catholic Christianity (Scott et al.). Similarly, most of the English invaders into Pennsylvania during the 1680s mainly had religious motives, Therefore, the English infiltration of Virginia could have been negatively perceived by the local Indians who saw them as competitors with an ‘ulterior’ motive of taking more of their land to make a profit, hence the remarkable hostility. Conversely, although the English faced aggression from the native Indians in Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania, it was less aggravated compared to Virginia since they essentially did not have any ‘ulterior’ motives other than peacefully practicing their religion.
In Virginia, the Englishmen constantly fought with the native Indians, especially against the prominent Powhatan group which was a conglomeration of “thirty native Algonquian groups with about twenty-two thousand locals” (Scott et al). For instance, major battles in the region which occurred between 1609-1614, around the 1620s, and between 1640-1646 were precipitated by constant tensions between the invaders and the locals (Scott et al). In Plymouth, however, the English invaders were initially well-received by the Indians especially as they sought to improve their following by convincing more natives to adopt their religious practices (Scott et al.). Additionally, John Eliot, who led some of the Englishmen in Plymouth, successfully converted the scriptures into the native language to acquire more followers (Scott et al.). Similarly, the English people who moved to Massachusetts in the 1630s mainly had peaceful relations with the natives (Scott et al.). For instance, the English in Plymouth and Massachusetts both made alliances with the native Indians, such as with the Narragansett and Mohegans as they fought other local groups (Scott et al). In Pennsylvania, there were no major wars with the Indians, and cordial relations were created as illustrated by the English forging an agreement with one of the local tribes that enabled them to purchase some of the Indians’ land (Scott et al.).
During the 1700s and 1800s, the English strengthened their American territories primarily by enhancing the merchandising of goods to and from other territories (Scott et al.). Furthermore, the non-Catholics spread their religion prominently, especially across Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania (Scott et al.). Plymouth was later incorporated into Massachusetts. There was increased cooperation with the locals in these areas as they were treated fairly to push more of them towards adopting the protestant forms of Christianity. Conversely, the English in Virginia continued to experience conflicts with the natives around the 1740s, although they reduced towards the 1800s (Scott et al.). The years following the American Civil War between 1865-1877 initiated a period of transformation that contributed to the ethnic disparities in America not only between the English and the natives but also in the country as a whole (Scott et al.).
Conclusion
As a result, the nature of the relations between the English invaders and the native Indians between the 1600s to the 1800s in Virginia, Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania were primarily determined by the invaders’ motives. While the English invasion in Virginia was mainly driven by economic factors such as gaining employment and profiting from the local tobacco plantations, the English invaders in Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania were mainly driven by religious reasons such as the freedom the practice their non-Catholic forms of Christianity. As such, while the invaders in Virginia aimed to acquire more of the Indian natives’ land for commercial farming, the invaders in Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania aimed to enlighten the natives on their form of religion. Consequently, the invasion of Virginia was marked by significant wars and conflicts, while the Indians were primarily cooperative in Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. Therefore, there was a correlation between the motives of the early English invaders and their relations with the local American Indian natives.
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